
 

In 2009, Nigerian author, Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche, gave a famous TED talk called, “The Danger of a 
Single Story,” where she explained that when people and their stories are reduced to a single narrative, we 
lose the humanity and individuality of each unique story. For example, the Muslim immigrant’s escape 
story from Syria becomes the story of all Syrian refugees, no matter if he or she is Muslim, Christian, an 
adult or child, or whether they came by boat or by land. Reducing the story to escape, loses the human 
face that touches us.  

Exiles on Main Street is an anthology series of dramas, based on short stories written by a diverse set of 
authors that all speak to the issues of culture clash and identity. The stories unfold as individual dramas, 
each episode steeped in the unique voice of a refugee or immigrant writer and/or director. Connected by 
documentary opener and closers, and with a musical score to be created by Yo Yo Ma’s Silk Road 
Ensemble, we will travel across America, story by story and then move on country by country, because 
these issues and stories are global. Oscar winning film maker Alex Gibney will oversee the documentary 
look and feel as well direct one of the narrative episodes.  

Our series will feature a broad range of writers; immigrant, refugee and native like Viet Thanh Nguyen 
who won the Pulitzer Prize and most recently a MacArthur, to other award-winning authors like Yi Yun 
Li, Jumpha Lahiri, ZZ Packer, David Bezmozgis, Lara Vapnyar, Meron Hadeero, Sherman Alexie, Junot 
Diaz, Edwidge Danticat, Robert Olen Butler and Sandra Cisneros. And through my career as a casting 
director I have been fortunate to collaborate with international directors, and several have expressed 
interest in the project like for example, Wayne Wang, Wim Wenders, Sally Potter, Haifaa Al-Mansour, 
Gina Kim, Cherien Dabis, Rodrigo Garcia, Ramin Bahrani, Haifaa Al Mansour and Diego Luna. We plan 
to cast each episode with actors both native and immigrant to Hollywood and have already spoken to 
America Ferrera, Aasif Mandvi, Kelly Marie Tran, Mena Massoud, Milana Vayntrub, and Justin Chon to 
name a few who are already interested.  

Watch the sizzle reel starring America Ferrara, Alex Gibney, and others.  

http://www.vimeo.com/114813250/a3a8c0e8af 


